A 


1 | 
1 
9 
IS, 
\ | 


F O R 


CHILDREN. 


Naas? 


Kb 


| Extracted from a late TR, 
l 


By ZOHAN WESLEY, M. A. 
Late FELLOW of Linco/n-College, Oxrogn. 


2 


WE BBY W3 WL DDS $2 6 36 4 4 6.344 


THE SECOND EDITION. 
— — 


N little Children to come unto Me, and forbid 


them not; for of ſuch is the Kingdom of G O D. 
Lake K. 14. 


32 7:28 ©:0 1: 


ted by Jons Grarman, in Narrow-Wine-Street ; 
c ſold at the New Room, in the Hor/e-fair; and at 
62 the Feundiy, near Upper-Meor-Fields, Lox box, 1759. 


* 


eee 


ENNNNNNN NN NNN NN 


A 


O 


FOR 


CHILDREN. 


b 4 , „ 


EX AMP L. E I. 


I XRS. SARAH HowLEyY, when ſhe was between 
eight and nine Years old, was carried by her 
M Friends to hear a Sermon, where the Miniſter 


| KECK preached upon Matthew xi. 13. My Nele is 


eaſy, and my Burden is light : In the applyin 
of which Scripture, the Child was mightily naked 
and made deeply ſenſible of the Condition of her Soul, 
and her Need of Chrift ; ſhe wept bitterly to think what 
a Caſe ſhe was in; and went home, got by herſelf into a 


Chamber, and upon her Knees ſhe wept and cried to the 


Loxn, as well as ſhe could, which might cafily be per- 
ceived by her Eyes and Countenance. 
2. She was not contented with this, but ſhe got her lit- 


= tle Brother and Siſter into a Chamber with her, and told 
= them their Condition by Nature, and wept over them, 
and prayed wich then, 


A 3, After. 
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. After this ſhe heard another Sermon upon Prowegb, 
xxix. 1. He that being often reproved, hardneth his Neck 
ſhall ſuddenly be deftroyed, and that without Remedy : At 
which ſhe was more affected than before, and was fo 
exceeding ſolicitous about her Soul, that ſhe ſpent 
great Part of the Night in Weeping and Praying, and 
could ſcarce take any Reſt Day or Night for ſome 
Time together; deſiring with all her Soul to eſcape from 
everlaſting Flames, and to get an Intereſt in the Loxp 
Jesvs; 6 what ſhould ſhe do for Cyr1sT 3 What ſhould 
ſhe do to be ſaved ! 

4- She gave herſelf much to attending upon the Word 
preached, and ftill continued very tender under it, greatly 
reliſhing what ſhe heard. 

5. She was very much in ſecret Prayer, and was uſually 
very importunate, full of Tears. 

6. She could ſcarce ſpeak of Sin, or be ſpoke to, but 
her Heart was ready to melt. 

7. She ſpent much Time in reading the Scripture. 

8. She was exceeding dutiful to her Parents, very 
loath to grieve them in the leaſt ; and if ſhe had at any 
Time (which was very rare) offended them, ſhe would 
weep bitterly. 

9. She abhorred Lying, and allowed herſelf in no 
known Sin. 

10. When ſhe was at School, ſhe was eminent for 
her Diligence, Teachableneſs, Meckneſs and Modeſty, 
ſpeaking little, but when ſhe did ſpeak, it was uſually 
ſpiritual. : ; 

11. She continued in this Courſe of religious Duties for 
ſome Years together. 

12: When ſhe was about fourteen Years old, ſhe broke 
a Vein in her Lungs (as is ſuppoſed) and oft did ſpit 
Blood, yet did a little recover again. 

13. At the beginning of January laſt, ſhe was taken 
very bad again, in which Sickneſs ſhe was in great 
Diſtreſs of Soul. When ſhe was firſt taken, ſhe ſaid, 
« O Mother, pray, pray for me, for Satan is ſo buſy 
that I cannot pray for myſelf; I ſee I am undone 
without Chriſt, and a Pardon! O I am undone unto all 
199 


Eternity ! 


Her 
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ſ 14. Her Mother, knowing how ſerious ſhe had been 
formerly, did a little wonder that ſhe ſhould be in ſuch 
Agonies! and aſked her, what Sin it was that was ſo bur- 

= thenſome to her Spirit? “O Mother, ſaid ſhe, it is not 
any particular Sin that ſticks ſo cloſe to my Conſcience, 
as the Sin of my Nature; without the Blood of ChRISπr, 
that will damn me.” 

15. Her Mother aſked her, what ſhe ſhould pray for, 
for her; ſhe anſwered, © That I may have a ſaving Know- 
ledge of Sin and Cyr15T; and that I may have an Aſ- 
ſurance of Gop's Love to my Soul.” Her Mother aſk'd 

Ne her, Why ſhe ſpoke fo little to the Miniſter that came to 
her ? She anſwered. © It was her Duty with Patience and 
Silence to learn of him.” 

16. One Time, when ſhe fell into a Fit, ſhe cryed 
out, O I am poing, I am going: But hat ſhail 
] do to be ſaved? Logo lFsus, I will he at thy 
Feet; and it 1 periſh, it ſnall be at the Yountam of thy 
Meicy.” 

17. She was much afraid of Preſumption and Creaded 

* a Miſake in tie Matters of her $5ui, and would be 
often putting up Fjaculations to Gov, to deliver her 
from CGeceiviag herfelf, To inflance in one: * Great 

1 and mighty Goo, give me Faith, and true Faith, Lok p, 

that I may not be a fooliſh Virgin, kaving a Lamp and 

no Oil.“ x 

18. Her Father bid her be of good Cheer, becauſe 

e was going to a better Father: At wuich, ſhe fell 
zjznto a great Agony, and faid, „But how do I know 
hat? I am a poor Sinner that warts Aſſurance : O, 
* Aſſurance! This was her great, carneſt and conſtant 
equeſt, to all that came to her, to beg Aſſurance 

for her; and, ſhe would look with fo much Lagerneſs up- 

Pn them, as if ſhe deſired nothing in the World fo much 

that they would pity her, and help her with their 

Frayers. Never was pour Creature more earneſt for 

any Thing, than ſie was for Afiurance, and the Light of 

Povp's Countenarce : O the pitious Moan that ſhe would 

ake! O the Agonies that her Soul was in! 

19. The Loxb's Day before that in which ſhe died, 

= Kinſman of hers came to ſee her, and aſking of ker, 

A 3 ” Whether, 
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Whether ſhe knew him? She anſwered, „Vea, I know 
you, and I defire you would learn to know Cnk1srT : 
You are young, but you know not how ſoon you may 
die; and O to die without CRS, is a fearful Thing: 
O redeem Time ! O Time, Time, precious Time!“ Be— 
ing requeſted by him not to ſpend herſelf; ſhe ſaid, She 
would fain do all the Good ſhe could while ſhe lived: 
Upon which Account, ſhe deſired that a Sermon might be 
preached at her Funeral, concerning the Preciouſueſs of 
Time. 

20. Some Miniſters that came to her, did with Ear- 
neſtneſs beg, that the Lo xD would pleaſe to give her ſome 
Token for good, that ſhe might go off triumphing; and 
Bills of the ſame Nature were ſent to ſeveral Churches. 

2 1. After ſhe had long waited for an Anſwer of their 
Prayers, ſhe ſaid, Hell, I auill venture my Soul upon 
CHRIST. 

22. For the Pains and Agonies that ſhe was in, her 
Patience was next to a Wonder; Lob, Lokp, give 
me Patience, ſaid ſhe, that 1 may not diſhonour Thee.“ 

23. Upon Thur/aay, after long Waiting, great Fears, 
and many Prayers, when all her Friends thought ſhe had 
been paſt ſpeaking, to the Alloniſhment of her Friends, 
ſhe broke forth thus, with a very audible Voice, and 
cheerfut Countenance: © Lok p, Thou haſt promiſed, 
that whoſoever comes unto Thee, Thou wilt in no wiſe 
caſt out: Loa p, I come unto Thee, and ſurely Thou 
wilt in no wiſe caſt me out. O ſo {weet! O fo glorious 
is T:zsus! I have Thee, ſweet and glorious ſesvus; 
He is ſwect, He is ſweet! O the admirable Love of 
Gon in ſending Car1sT; Free Grace to a poor loſt 
Creature |! 

24. Her Soul then ſeem'd raviſh'd with the Love of 
CarisT. And while ſhe was engaged 1a magnitying of 
Gop, her Father, Brethren, and Siſters, with others of 
the Family, were called, to whom ſhe ſpake particularly, 
as her Strength would give Leave. She gave her Bible as 
a Legacy to one of her Brothers, and deſired him to uſe 
that well for her Sake; and added, to him and the reſt, 
O make Uſe of Time to get CH AIS for your Souls; 
ſpend no Time in running up and down or in Playing: O 
get 
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get Cr1sT for your Souls while you are young! Re- 
member now your Creator before you come to a Sick- bed; 
put not off this great Work 'till then, for then you will 
find it a hard Work indeed: I know, by Expenence, 
the Devil will tell you it is Time enough; and ye are 
young, what Need you be in ſuch Haſte ? You will have 
Time enough when you are old. But remember the 
Words of a dying Siſter. If you knew how good ChRI 
were! If you had but one Taſte of his Sweetneis, you 
would rather go to Him a thouſand Times than ſlay in 
this wicked World. I would not for ten thouſand, and 
ten thouſand Worlds, part with my Intereſt in CHRIST: 
O how happy am I, that I am going to everlaſting Joys ! 
I would not go back again for twenty thouſand Worlds; 
and will you not ſtrive to get an Intereſt in CuRIST.“ 

25. After this, looking upon one of her Father's 
Servants ſhe ſaid, What ſhall I do, at the great Day, 
when CHRr1sT ſhall ſay to me, Come, thou bleſſed of my 
Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for thee ? And ſhall 
ſay to the Wicked, Go thou cur/ed, into the Lake that 
burns for ever / What a Grief is it for me to think, 
that 1 ſhall ſee any of my Friends, that I knew upon 


-: Earth, turned into that Lake that burns for ever! O 


that Word, For ever! Remember that, For ever! 1 


| ſpeak theſe Words to you, but they are nothing, ex- 
cept Gon ſpeak to you too: O pray, that Gop would 


give you Grace!” And then ſhe prayed, O Loxp, 
* finiſh thy Work upon their Souls: It will be my Com- 
+ fort to ſee you in Glory; but it will be your everlaſting 
> Happineſs.” 
26. Upon Friday, after ſhe had had ſuch lively Diſco- 


veries of Gop's Love, ſhe was excceding deſirous to die, 


and cried out, © Come, Loxp Js us, come quickly; 


conduct me to thy Tabernacle, I am a poor Creature 


without Thee: But, Loxd jesus, my Soul longs to be 


with Thee: O when ſhall it be! Why not now, dear 


Jusus? Come, Loap js vs, come quickly: But Why 


: do I ſpeak thus? Thy Time dear Lok p, is the beſt : 


give me Patience!“ 


27. Upon Saturday, ſhe ſpoke very little, (being v 
row ſy) yet now and then ſhe dropt theſe Words, * How 
long 
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long, ſweet Jesus ? Finiſh thy Work, ſweet Jesus: 
Come away, Lorp ]esus, come quickly.“ 

28, Upon the Lorp's Day ſhe ſcarce ſpoke any 
Thing, but much deſired that Bills of Thankſgiving 
might be ſent to thoſe who had formerly been praying 
for her, that they might — her to praiſe Gop for 
that full Aſſurance that He had given her of his Love; 
and ſeem'd to be ſwallowed up with the Thoughts of 
Gop's free Love to her foul. She oft commended 
her Spirit into the Lory's Hands; and the laſt Words 
which ſhe were heard to ſpeak were theſe: Logo help, 
Loxp Jnsus help, dear Lorp Jesvs, bleſſed Jes us 
And thus upon the Lorp's Day, be.ween Nine and 
Ten of the Clock in the Forenoon, fhe ſlept fweetly 
in rss, and began an everlaſting Sabbath, Fes. 19, 


1670. . 


CCC 


LAN. 


5. Ii r TIE Child, whoſe Mother had dedicated him 

to the Lorp in her Womb; when he could not 
ſpeak plain, would be crying after Gap, and was greatly 
deſirous to be taught good Things. 

2. He could not endure to be put to Bed without 
Prayer, but would put his Parents upon it, with much 
Devotion kneel down, and with great Patience and De- 
light continue 'till it was at an End, without the lealt 
Sign therein of being weary. And he ſeem'd never fo well 

leas'd, as when he was engaged. 

3. He could not be ſatisfied with Family Prayer; but 
he would be oft upon his Knees, by himſelf, in one Cor- 
ner or other. 

4. He was much delighted in hearing the Word of Cob 
either read or preached. 

He loved to go to School, that he might learn 
ſomething of God, and would take great Notice of 
what he had read, and come home and ſocak of it wich 


much Afction. He would rejuice in his Book, and 
ſy 
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dme next Houſe will fink me to Hell,” becauſe by it 
he did condemn his Neglect of Prayer, and his ſlight 


— 
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ſay to his Mother, O Mother; I had a ſweet Leſſon 
to Day ; will you pleaſe to give me Leave to fetch my 
Book, that you may hear it ?” 

6. He quickly learned to read the Scripture, and would 
with great Reverence, Tenderneſs and Groans, read till 
Tears and Sobs were ready to hinder him. 

7. When he was at ſecret Prayer, he would weep 
bitterly. 

8. He was wont often to complain of the Wickedneſs 
of his Heart, and ſeemed to be more prieved for the Cor- 
ruption of his Nature, than for actual Sin. 

9. He was much troubled for the Wandring of his 
Thoughts in Prayer, and that he could not keep his Heart 
2 fixed upon Gop, and his Affections conſtantly 
ral X = 


10. He kept a Watch over his Heart, and obſerved the 
Workings of his Soul, and would complain, that they 


were ſo vain and fooliſh, and ſo little buſied about ſpiritual 
Things. 4 


g Prayer; and would ple 


11. He was exceeding im nate with Gop in 
x with Gop at a ſtrange rate 


and he would beg and expoſtulate, and weep fo, that 


4 


1 
+» 
* 


— 


* 
* 
* 


* 


4 
- 


ſometimes it could not be kept from the Ears of 
. > Neighbours; ſo that one in the next Houſe was forced 


to cry out, The Prayers and Tears of that Child in 


Performance of it. 
12. He abhorred Lying with his Soul. 
13. When he had committed any Sin, he was eaſily 


convinced of it, and would get in ſome. Corner or 


* ſecret Place, and with Tears beg Pardon of Gop, and 
Strength _ it. | 
W 


14. en other Children were playing, he would 
be praying. 


15. A Friend of his aſked him, Whether he were 


* 1 when he was firſt taken ſick. He anſwer'd, 
No; 


1 


uſe he was afraid of his State as to another 


World. Why, Child, ſaid the other, thou didſt pray ſor 
a new Heart, for an humble, and a ſincere Heart, and I 


* 


1 
* 
£ 
1 
4 3 


" LS - 
0 * 
os 


have heard thee ; didſt thou not pray with thy Heart? I 


Hope J did, ſaid he. 


1 
> 


Not 
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16. Not long after, the ſame Perſon aſk'd him again, 
Whether he were willing to die? He anſwered, 4 Now 
Jam willing, for I ſhall go to CHRIST.“ 

17. He ſtill grew weaker and weaker, but behaved 
with a great deal of Sweetneſs and Patience, waiting 
for his Change. At laſt calling upon the Name of the 
Lond, and-faymg, © Lorp Ne, Lorxp Jssus!“ he 
ſweetly ſlept, dying, when he was between five and fix 
Years old. 


WOO JOS ROE: JR IC EL 
EXAMPLE UII. 


1. Ax A. when: ſhe was hatween four and five 

VI Voars old, was greatly affti@ed! in hearing the 
Word of Gop, and became very ſollicitous about her 
Soul, weeping bitterly; to think what would hecome of 
her in another World; aſking ſtrange Queſtions concerning 


Go and Cnrasr,. and: her on Soul. $o that hefore 


ſhe was full five Years old, ſhe minded-the- one Thing 
needful, and choſe the better Part. 

2. She was wont to be much in ſecret Prayer, and ma- 
ny Times came off from hen Kees with Tears. 

3. She wou'd chuſe ſuch Times and Places far ſecret 
Prayer, as might render her leſs obſervedi by others; and 
endeavoured to conceal what ſhe was doing, when ſhe 
was engaged therein, 

4. Her Mother being full of Sorrow after the Death of 
her Huſband, this Child came to her and aſk'd her why 
ſhe wept ſo exceedingly, Her Mother anſwered, ſhe had 
Cauſe enough to weep, becauſe her Father was dead: 
« No, dear Mother, ſaid the Child, you have no Cauſe 
to weep ſo much, for Godt is a good Gop till.” 

5. She was a dear Lover of faithful Miniſters. One 
Time after ſhe had been hearing of Mr. Whitaker, the 
faid, * I love that Man dearly, for the fweet Words that 
he ſpeaks concerning CRIST.“ 

6. Her Book was her Delight; and many Times ſhe 
was ſo ſtrangely affected in reading of the Scriptures, * 

| e 


| 
„ 
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* 
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ſhe burſt out into Tears, and would hardly be paciked ; 
ſo greatly was ſhe taken with Cyr1sT's Sufferings, the 
Zeal of Gov's Servants, and the Danger of a natural 
State. 

7. She complain'd often of the Corruption of her Na- 
ture, of the Hardneſs of her Heart, that ſne could repent 
no more, and be no more humble and grieved for her Sins 
againſt a good Gop ; and when ſhe thus complain' d it 
was with Abundance of Tears. 

8. She was very conſcientious in keeping the Sabbath, 
ſpending the whole Time either in Reading or Praying, 
or learning her Catechiſm, or teaching her Brethren or 
Siſters. One Time when ſhe was left at home upon the 
Lox p's Day, ſhe got ſome other little Children together, 
with her Brothers and Siſters, and told them, That was 
the Lox D's Day, and that they ought to remember that 
Day to keep it holy.” She then told them, it was to be 
ſpent in religious Exerciſes all the Day, except ſo much 
as was taken up in the Works of Neceſſity and Mercy: 
'Then ſhe prayed with them, and among other Things 
begged, that the LoD would give Grace and Wiſdom to 
7:1 little Children, that they might know how to ſerve 

im. 

9. At another Time a near Relation of hers, being in 
ſome Streights, made ſome Complaint, to whom ſhe ſaid, 
« I have heard Mr. Cartar ſay, A Man may go to Hea- 

ven without a Penny in his Purſe, but not without Grace 
zin his Heart.” 

10. She had an extraordinary Love to the People of 
Gov; and when ſhe ſaw any that ſhe thought feared the 
Lob, her Heart would even leap for Joy. 


” 11. When ſhe was between eleven and twelve Years 


old, ſhe ſickned of the Plague, in which ſhe behaved with 


admirable Patience and Sweetneſs, and did what ſhe could 
with Scripture-Arguments to ſupport and encourage her 


Relations to part with her that was going to Glory, and 


to prepare themſelves to meet her in a bſeſſed Eternity. 
12. She was not many Days ſick, before ſhe was 
marked; which ſhe firſt ſaw herſelf, and was greatly re- 


1 Joiced to think that ſhe was marked out for the LoR D, and 
4 Was now going apace to CHRIST. She called to her 
1 Friends, 
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Friends, and faid, „I am marked, but be not troubled, 
for I know I am marked for one of the Lok p's own.” 
One aſked her, how ſhe knew that? She anſwered, «© The 
Lord hath told me, that I am one of his dear Children.” 
And this ſhe ſpoke with a holy Confidence in the Lok p's 
Love, and was not in the leaſt daunted at her Death; but 
ſeemed greatly delighted in the Apprehenſion of her Near- 
neſs to her Father's Houſe. And it was not long before 
ſhe was filled with Joy unſpeakable in believing. 

13. When ſhe lay a dying, her Mother came to her, 
and told her, ſhe was ſorry that ſhe had reproved and cor- 
refted ſo good a Child fo oft. O Mother, ſaid ſhe, 
ſpeak not thus; I bleſs Gop now I am dying, for your 
Reproofs and Corrections too; for, it may be, I might 
have gone to Hell, if it had not been for your Reproofs 
and Corrections.“ 

14. Some of her Neighbours coming to viſit her, aſked 


her, if ſhe would leave them? She anſwered, „If you 


ſerve the Lord, you ſhall come after me to Glory.” 

15. A little before ſhe died, ſhe had a great Conflict 
with Satan, and cried out, „IJ am none of hi.“ Her 
Mother ſeeing her Trouble, aſked her what was the Mat- 
ter? She anſwered, Satan did trouble me, but now, I 
thank Gon, all is well. I know, I am none of his, but 
CuRisT's. 

16. After this, ſhe had a great Senſe of Gop's Love, 
and a glorious Sight, as if ſhe had ſeen the very Heavens 
open, and the Angels come to receive her ; by which her 
Heart was filled with Joy, and her Tongue with Praiſe. 

17. Being deſired by the Standers-by to give them a 
particular Account of what ſhe ſaw, ſhe anſwered, © You 
ſhall know hereafter:” And ſo in an Extaſy of Joy and 
holy Triumph, ſhe went to Gop, when ſhe was about 


twelve Years old. 
8 
N. 


N 


* 


cen than & thoujand ſuch Inheritances. 
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'Þ Harrts Brincwman had no ſooner learned to 
ſpeak, but he betook himſelf to Prayer, 

2, He was prone to learn the Things of Gop. 

3. He would be often teaching them their Duty that 
waited upon him. 

4. He learned by TTeart many good Things before he 
was fit to po to School: and when he was at School, ſo 
religious were his Words, his Actions ſo upright, his De- 
votions ſo hearty, his Fear of Gon fo great, that many 
were ready to ſay, as they did of 7chn, I hat Manner of 
Child ſhall this be! 

He would be much in reading the holy Scriptures, 

6. He was deſirous of more ſpiritual Knowledge, and 
would be often aſking very ſerious Queſtions. 

7. He would not ſtir out of Doors before he had pour- 
ed out his Soul to the Lorn. | 

8. When he eat any Thing, he would be ſure to lift 
up his Heart unto the LoD for a Bleſſing upon it; and 
when he had moderately refreſhed himſelf by eating, he 
would not forget to acknowledge Gobp's Goodneſs in 
feeding of him. 

9. He would not lie down in his Bed 'till he had been 
upon his Knees; and when ſometimes he had forgotten 
his Duty, he would quickly get out of his Bed, and 
kneeling down upon his bare Knees, aſk Gor Forgiveneſs 
for that Sin. 

10. He would rebuke his Brethren if they were at any 
Time haſty at their Meals, or eat without aſking a Bleſſing. 
His Check was uſually this, Dare ycu do this? Gon 
be merciful to us; this Bit of Bread might choak 
as, 

11. His Sentences were wiſe and weighty, and might 
well become ſome anticnt Chriſtian. 

12. His Sickncls was lingering : In which one told him 
of Poſſeſſions that muſt fall to his Portion: And, what 
are they? ſaid he; I had rather have the Kingdom of Hea- 


When 
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13. When he was ſick, he ſeem'd much taken up with 
Heaven, and aſked very ſerious Queſtions about the Na- 
ture of his Soul. 

14. After he was pretty well ſatisfied about that, he 
enquired how his Soul might be ſaved ? The Anſwer be- 
ing made, by the applying of CHRIS T's Merits by 
Faith;“ he was pleaſed with the Anſwer, and was ready 
5 give any one that ſhould deſire it, an Acccount of his 

ope. 

1 Being aſked, whether he had rather live or die? 
He anſwered, I defire to die, that I may go to my Saviour. 

16. His Pains increafing, one aſked him, Whether he 
would rather ſtill endure thoſe Pains, or forſake Cyxtsr ? 
« Alas, ſaid he, I know not what to ſay being but a 
Child; theſe Pains may ſtagger a ſtrong Man; but I will 
endure them the beſt that I can.” Upon this he called to 
mind that Martyr Thomas Bilney; who being in Priſon, 
the Night before his burning, put his Finger into the 
Candle, to know how he could endure the Fire. O 
faid the Child, had I lived then, I would have run through 
the Fire to have gone to CRIST.“ 

17. Three Days before his Death he told them not 


only that he muſt die, but the Day: No ſooner was that 


Day come, but he fell into a Trance, his Eyes were fixed, 
his Face chearful, his Hands and Arms claſped in a Bow, 
as if he would have received ſome bleſſed Angel that 
were at Hand to receive his Soul. When he came to 
himſelf, he told them how he ſaw the ſweeteſt Body that 
ever Eyes beheld, who bid him, be of good Chcer, for 
he muſt preſently go with Him. 

The laſt Words he ſpake, were theſe: Pray, pray, 
pray, nay, yet pray; and the more Prayers, the bet- 
ter all proſpers: God is the beſt Phyſician; into thy 
Hands F commend my Spirit. O Loxp Jrsvs, receive 
my Soul: Now cloſe mine Eyes: Forgive me Father, 
« Mother, Brothers, Siſter, all the World. Now I am 
« well, my Pain 1s almoſt gone, my Joy is at Hand. 
* Lord have Mercy on me. O Lord, receive my Soul 
« unto Thee.“ And thus he yielded his Spirit up unto 
the Lok p, when he was about twelve Years old. 


EX- 
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PPP e PMR x xk e 


EAAMPLEYV:. 


I, Vr poor Child of the Pariſh of New#rgton- 

Butts, came to the Door of a Friend of mine, 

in a very lamentable Caſe, it pleaſed Gon to raiſe in the 
Heart of my Friend, a great Pity and Tenderneſs towards 
him: ſo that he took him out of the Streets, who had no- 
thing atall to commend him to any one's Charity, but 
his Miſery. My Friend eying the Glory of Goo, dif- 
charged the Pariſh of the Child, and took him as his own, 
yet there ſeem'd to be littleHopes of doingGood upon him, 
for he was a very Monſter of Wickedueſs, and a thouſtu! 
Times more miſerable and vile by his Sin, than by his Po- 
verty. He was running to Hell as ſoon ab he could go, 
and was old in Vice when he was young in ears; cn 
ſhall ſcarce hear of one ſo like the Devil in his Infancy, 
as this poor Child was. What Sin was there (that his Age 
was capable of) that he did not commit ? What by the 
Corruption of his Nature, and the abominable Example 
of little Beggar- boys, he was arrived to a ſtrange Pitch of 
Impiety. He would call Names, take Gop's Name in 
vain, Curſe and Swear, and do almolt all Kind of Miſ- 
chief; and as to any Thing of Gop was worſe than an 


_ Heathen. 


2. No ſooner had this good Man taken this Creature 
into his Houſe, but he pray'd for him, and labour'd with 
all his Might to convince him of his miſerable Con dition 
by Nature, and to teach him ſomething of Gop, the 
worth of his own Soul, and that Eternity of Glory or Miſe- 
Ty that he was born to. And bleſſed be Gon, it was not 


| long before the Lox D was pleaſed to let him underſtand, 


that it was Himſelf which put it into his Heart to take in 
this Child. The Lox ſoon ſtruck in with his Inſtructi- 
ons, ſo that an amazing Change was ſeen. In a few Weeks 
Space he was convinced of the Evil of his Ways; no more 
Calling of Names, Swearing or Curſing ; no more taking 


of the Lox p's Name in vain. His Company, his Talk, 
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his Employment were changed, and he was like another 
Creature. 

4. And this Change was not only an external one, but 
he would get by himſelf, and weep and mourn bitterly for 
his wicked Life. 

4. He was ſtill more and more broken under a Senſe of 
his undone State by Nature; oft in Tears, and bemoan- 
ing his loſt and miſerable Condition. When his Maſter 
{poke of the Things of Gop, he liſtened earneſtly, and 
took in with much Greedineſs and Affection what he was 
taught. Seldom was there any Diſcourſe about Religion 
in -= Hearing, but he heard it as if it were for his 
Life. 

5. Thus he continued ſeeking after the Knowledge of 
Gon ' till the Sickneſs came into the Houſe, with which 
he was ſmitten. At his firſt ſickening, the poor Child 
was greatly amazed and afraid; and thought his Pains 
were great and the Diſtemper very tedious, yet the Senſe 
of his Sin, and the 'Thought of the Condition, his Soul 
was ſtill in, made his Trouble ten Times greater. He 
was in grievous Agonies of Spirit, and his former Sins 
ſtared him in his Face, and made him tremble. The Poi- 
ſon of Gop's Arrows did even drink up his Spirits; the 
Senſe of Sin and Wrath was ſo great, that he could not 
tell what to do. The Weight of God's Diſpleaſure, and 
the Thoughts of lying under it to all Eternity, did even 
break him to Pieces, and he cried out bitterly, what 
ſhould he do ? he was a miſerable Sinner, and he feared 
that he ſhould goto Hell! His Sins had been ſo great and fo 
many, that there was no Hope for him. He was not by 
far ſo much concerned for his Life, as for his Soul, what 
would become of that for ever. Now the Plague upon 
his body ſeemed nothing to that which was in his Soul. 

6. He not only Cried out of himſelf, for his Swearmg 
and Lying, and other outwardly notorious Sins ; but was 
in great Horror for the Sin of his Nature, forthe Vileneſs 
of his Heart, and Original Corruption. For this he was 
in ſo great Anguiſh, that the Trouble of his Spirit made 
him forget the Pains of his Body. 


He 
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7. He did very particularly confeſs and bewail his Sins; 
and ſome Sins; ſo ſecret that none in the World could 
charge him with. 

8. He would aſk others, whether they thought there 
were any Hopes for him, and would beg of them to deal 
1 with him, for he was greatly afraid of being de- 
ceived. 

9. Being informed how willing and ready the Loxp 
Ci1R1sT was to accept of poor Sinners, and being coun- 
ſelled to venture himfelf upon CHRIST, for Mercy and 
Salvation, he ſaid he would fain caſt himſelf upon CRIST, 
but he could not bur wonder how CHRIS ſhould die for 
ſuch a vile Wretch as he was, and he found it one of the 
hardeſt Things in the World to believe. 

10. But at leaſt it pleaſed the Lord to give him ſome 
Hope, that there might be Mercy for him, the Chief of 
Sinners; and he was enabled to lay hold upon that, Coe 
unto me all ye that are weary and heaty laden, and I 
will give you Reſt, Nor was it long before he was full of. 
Praiſe, and admiring of God; fo that (to ſpeak in the 
Words of one that was an Eye and Ear-witneſs) the Houle 
at that Day, ſor all the Sickneſs in it, was like a little lower 
Heaven, fo full of Joy and Praiſe. 

11. He now grew exceedingly in Knowledge, Experi- 
ence, Patience, Humility, and Self abhorrency. He 
prayed before, but now the Lox p poured out upon him 
the Spirit of Piayer in an extraordinary Manner: So that 
now he prayed more frequently, more earneſtly, more 
ſpiritually than ever. O how eagerly would he beg to 
be waſhed in the Blood of Jesus! And that the King 
of Kings, and Lorp of Lords, that was over Hea- 
ven and Earth, would pardon and forgive him all his Sins, 
and receive his Soul into his Kingdom. And what he 
ſpoke, was with ſo much Life and Fervour of Spirit, that. 
it filled the Hearers with Aſtoniſhment and [oy, 

12. He had no ſmall Senſe of the Uſe and Excellency 
of Chr1sT, and ſuch Longings and Breathings of his 
Soul after Him, that when Mention had been made of 
CHRIST, he hath been ready to leap out of his Bed for 


Joy. 
B 3 The 
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13. The Vedugſday before he died, he lay as it were 
in a Trance for about half an Hour, in which Time he 
thought he ſaw a Viſion of Angels: When he was out of 
his Lrance, he aſked his Nurſe, Why ſhe did not let him 
go? Go, whither, Child? faid ſhe. Why along with 
thoſe brave Gentlemen, ſaid he: But they told me they 
would come and fetch me away upon Friday. And he 
doubled his Words many Times, Upon Friday next, 
thoſe brave Gentlemen will come for me. 


14. He was very thankful to his Maſter, and very 
ſenſible of his great Kindneſs, in taking him out of the 
Streets when he was a Begging : And he admired the 
Goodneſs of God, which put it into the Mind of a Stran- 
ger, to look upon ſuch a pitiful Creature as he was. 0 
my dear Maſter (ſaid he) I hope to ſee you in Heaven, 
for Iam ſure you will go thither. O bleſſed, bleſſed be 
Gov, that made you to take Pity upon me: for I might 
have died, and have gone to the Devil, ard been damn'd 
for ever, if it had not been for you.” 


15. The Thur/day before he died he aſked a Friend of 
mine, what he thought of his Condition, and whither his 
Soul was going? For he ſaid he could not ſtill but fear, 
left he ſhould deceive himſelf with falſe Hopes. At which 
my Friend ſpoke,to him thus: If thou art but willing and ac- 
cept of Him, thou mayeſt have CHR Ts and all that thou 
doſt want with Him. Thou ſayeſt, thou feareſt that 
CHR1sT will not accept of thee; I fear thou art not hear- 
tily willing to accept of Him, The Child anſwer'd, In- 
deed I am, © Why then, if thou art unfeignedly willing 
to have CHRIST, I tell thee, He is athouſand Times more 
willing to have thee, and waſh thee, and fave thee. And 
now, at this Time, CHRIST offers Himſelf freely to thee 
again ; therefore receive Him humbly oy Faith into thy 
Heart, and bid him welcome, for He deſerveth it.” Upon 


' Which Words the Lox p diſcovered his Love to the Child; 


and he gave a kind ofa Leap in his Bed, and ſnapt his 
Fingers and Thumb together with Abundance of Joy. 
And from that Time forward, in full Joy and Aſſurance 


of Goy's Love, he continu'd earneſtly praiſing Gop, de- 


firing to die and be with CuRIST. And on Friday Morn- 
ing 
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ing he ſweetly went to Reſt, uſing that Expreſſion, Into 
thy Hands, Loren, I commit my Spirit: Being not much a- 
bove nine Years old. 


TELE I TT SAAB TASTES SS SSS, 


EXA MPE VI. 


1. YOun Suprow was born of religious Parents in the 

County of Midaliſex, whole great Care was 10 in- 
ſtill ſpiritual Principles into him as ſoon as he was capable 
of underſtanding them; whoſe Endeavours the Lok D was 
pleaſed to crown with the defired Succeſs. 

2. When he was ſcarce able to ſpeak plain, he ſeemed 
to have a very great Awe and Reverence of Go upon 
his Spirit, and a ſtrange Senſe of Things of another 
World. 

3. The firſt Thing that much affected him, and made 
him endeavour to eſcape from the Wrath to come, and 
to enquire what he ſhould do to be ſaved, was the Death 
of a little Brother. When he ſaw him without Breath, and 
not able to ſpeak or ſtir; and when carried out of Doors, 
and put into the Ground, he was greatly concerned, and 
nſred, *« Whither he ſhould die too?“ being anſwered, 
Yes, it made ſuch a deep Impreſſion upon him, that from 
that Time forward he was exceeding ſerious ; and this was 
when he was about four Years old. 

4. He was now deſirous to know what he might do 
that he might live in another World, and what avoid, 
that he might not die for ever. And being iuſtrufted by 
his Parents, he ſoon labour'd to avoid whatſoever might 
diſpleaſe Gov. Now the Apprehenſions of Gov, and 
Death and Eternity, laid ſuch a Reftraiut upon him, that 
he would not for a World have told a Lye. 

75 He was much taken with the Reading of the Book 
of Martyrs, and would willingly leave his Dinner to go to 
his Book. 

6. He went to his Father and Mother with great Ten- 
derneſs and Compaſſion, and begg'd of them to take 
more Care of the Souls of his Brethren and Siſters, and 

tO 
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to take Heed leſt they ſhould go on in a finful Chriſtleſs 
State, and po to Hell and be ruined for ever. 

7. The | Ale Friar of Gon were not paſſed by with- 
out conſiderable Obſervations by him. 

8. In the Time of the Plague, he was exceedingly con- 
cern'd about his everlaſting State; and was very much by 
himſelf upon his Knees. This Prayer was found written 


in Short-hand after his Death. 


Lorxp Gop and merciful Father, take Pity upon me, a 
miſerable Sinner; and ſtrengthen me O Lord, in thy 
Faith, and make me one of thy glorious Saints in Heaven, O 
LorD, keep me from this poiſonous Infection; however, not 
my Will, but Thy Will be done. O Lord if Thou haſt ap- 
pointed me to die by it, fit me for Death, and give me a 
good Heart to bear up under my Afﬀiiftions, O Lord Gon, 
and merciful Father, take Pity on me, thy Child; teach me, 
O Lox D thy Word; make me ſtrong in Faith. O Logo I 
have finned againſt Thee: Lord, pardon my Sins: I had 
been in Hell long ago, if it had not been for thy Mercy. But, O 
Lorry, if Theu haſt appointed me to die, fit me for Death, 
that I may die with Comfort And, O Lok b, 1 pray Thee, 
to help me to bear up under all Afiiions, for CHRIST his 
Sake, Amen. 


. He was not a little concerned for the whole Nation, 
i begged that Gop would would pardon the Sins of this 
Land, and bring it nearer to Himſelf, 

10. About the Beginning of November, 1665, this 
Child was ſmote with the Diſtemper, but he behaved with 
admirable Patience, under the Hand of Gon. 

11. Theſe are ſome: of his laſt Exprefſions :—The 
Lord ſhall be my Phyſician, for He will cure both Soul 
and Body Heaven is the beſt Hoſpital —7: zs the Lo 
let Him do what ſeemeth good in his Eyes. Again—lIt is the 
Loxp that taketh away my Health; but I will ſay as 795 
did, Bleſſed be the Name of the IL.ox D. If I ſhould live 
longer I ſhould but fin againſt Gov. Looking upon his 
Father, he ſaid, If the Lox D would but lend me the leaſt 
Finger of his Hand, to lead me through the dark Entry 
of 


th, I will rejoice in Him. 
When 
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12. When a Miniſter came to him, among other Things, 
he ſpake ſomewhat of Life. He ſaid this is a Wicked 
World; itis better to live in Heaven 

13. An Hour and a Halt before his Death, the ſame 
Miniſter came again to viſit him, and aſked him, John, 
art not thou afraid to die? He anſwer'd, No, if the LoRD 
will but comfort me in that Hour. But, ſaid the Mini- 
ſter, how canſt thou expect Comfort, ſeeing we deſerve 
none? He anſwered, No, if I had my Deſerts, I had 
been in Hell long ago. But reply'd the Miniſter, Which 
Way doſt thou expect Comfort and Salvation, ſeeing thou 
art a Sinner? He anſwered, in CHRIST alone in 
Whom about an Hour and an Halfafter, he fell aſleep. 


GNM MM 


EXAMPLE VII. 


I. þ ALDER was the Daughter of a Miniſter 

in Kent who lived near Grawe/end, She was 
inſtructed in the holy Scriptures, by her Father and Mo- 
ther, but there appeared nothing extraordinary in her, 
*till ſhe was between ſeven and eight Years old. 

2. About which Time when ſhe was fick, one aſk'd her, 
What ſhe thought would become of her, if ſhe ſhould 
die; She anſwer d, That ſhe was greatly afraid ſhe ſhould 
go to Hell, 

3. Being aſked, why ſhe was afraid ſhe ſhould go to 
Hell? ſhe anſwer'd, becauſe ſhe did not love Gop. 

4. Again, being aſk'd how ſhe did know ſhe did not 
love Gop ? She replied, © What have I done for Gop e- 
ver ſince I was born? And beſides this, I have been 
taught, that he that loves Gop, keeps his Command- 
ments ; but I have kept none of them all.” 

5. Being further demanded, if ſhe would not fain 
love Gop ? She anſwered, © Yes, with all her Heart, if 
ſhe could, but ſhe found it a hard Thing to love one ſhe 
did not ſee.” 

6. She was adviſed to beg of God a Heart to love Him: 
She anſwered, She was afraid it was too late. 


Upon 
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7. Upon this, ſeeing her in ſuch a diſponding Condi- 


tion, a Friend of hers ſpent the next day in Faſting and 


Prayer for her. 

8. After this, that Friend aſk'd her, how ſhe did now ? 
She anſwer'd, with a great deal of Joy, That now ſhe 
bleſſed the Lok p, ſhe loved the Loxzp Jesvs dear- 
ly ; ſhe felt ſhe did love Him: O ſaid ſhe I love Him 
dearly. 

9. Why, ſaid her Friend, did you not ſay Yeſterday, 
that you did not love the Lox b, and that you could not? 
«« Sure (ſaid ſhe) it was Satan hindred. But now I love 
him; O bleſſed be Gop for the Lox D Jesus CuRIST.“ 

10. After this, ſhe had a Diſcovery of her approaching 
Diſſolution, which was no ſmall Comfort to her: Anon 
(faid ſhe, with a holy Triumph) I ſhall be with Jesvs, I 
am married to Him, He is my Huſband, I am his Bride; 
I have given myſelf to Him, and He hath given Himſelf 
to me, and I ſhall live with him for ever.” 

11. This Language made the Hearers ſtand aſtoniſh- 
ed: She continued, in a kind of Extaſy of Joy, admiring 
the Excellency of CHRIST, rejoicing in her Intereſt in 
Him, and longing to be with Him. 

12. After a while, ſome of her Friends ſtanding by 
her, obſerved a more than ordinary Earneſtneſs and Fix- 
edneſs in her Countenance; they faid one to another, 
Look how earneſtly fhe looks, ſure ſhe ſeeth ſomething. 

13. One aſked, what it was ſhe fixed her Eyes upon fo 
eagerly ? I warrant (faith one) ſhe ſeeth Death a com- 
ing. 

1 * No, ſaid ſhe, it is the Glory that I ſee, tis that I 
fix my Eye upon. 

15. One aſk'd her, What was the Glory like? She an- 
ſwer'd, © I can't ſpeak what, but I am going to it; will 
you go with me? I am going to Glory; O that all you 
were to go with me to that Glory! With which Words 
her Soul took Wing, and went to the Poſſeſſion of that 
Glory. She died when ſhe was between eight and nine 
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EXAMPLE VIII. 


1. CUs ANNA BICKS was born at Leyden in Holland, 

8 Jan. 24, 1650. of religious Parents, whoſe 
great Care was to inſtruct their Child, and to preſent 
her to the Miniſters of the Place to be publickly in- 
ſtructed. 

2. It pleaſed Go to bleſs this to her Soul, fo that ſhe 
had ſoon a true Reliſh of what ſhe was taught, and made 
an admirable Uſe of it in Time of Need. 

3. ſhe was a Child of great Dutifulneſs to her Parents 
and of a very ſweet, humble Nature ; and not only the 
Truth, but the Power and Eminency of Religion did ſhine 
in her. 


4. In the Month of Augy/?, 1664, when the Peſtilence 


raged in Holland, as ſhe felt herſelf very ill, ſhe broke forth 
into theſe Words: If thy Law were not my Delight, I ſhouw'd 
' periſhin my Affliction. 


5. Her Father coming to her, ſaid, © Be of 


- Comfort, my Child, for the Lon will be near to thee 


and us; he will not forſake us though he chaſten us.” 
«« Yea, Father, ſaid ſhe, our heavenly Father doth chaſten 
us for our Profit, that we may be Partakers of his Holi- 
neſs ; no Chaſtiſement ſeemeth for the preſent to be joyous, 
but grievous, but afterwards it yieldeth the peaccable 


Fruits of Righteouſneſs to them which are exerciſed there- 


6. After this with her Eyes lift up to Heaven, ſhe ſaid, 


Be merciful to me, O Father, be merciful to me, a Sinner 


according to thy Word. 


7. She was a great Hater of Sin, and did with much 
Grief and Self-Abhorrence refle& upon it : But that which 


lay moſt upon her Heart, was the 9 of her Na- 


ture. Oft would ſhe cry out in the Words of the Pſalmiſt, 


© Behold, I was ſhapen in Iniquity, and in Sin did my Mother 


S concet de me. 


She could never lay herſelf low enough un- 


der a Senſe of that Sin which ſhe brought with her into 
the World. 


That 
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8. That Scripture was much in her Mouth, The Sacr;- 
fices of GoD ore a rontrite Heart; a, oben anda wintrite Si- 
it, OGop, Then wwilt not acthije. That Brokennch of 
Heart, ſaid ſhe, which is built up and flows from Faith, 
and that Faith which is built upon CR IST, who is the 
proper and alone Sacrifice for Sin.” 

9. Then the diſcourſed of the Nature of Faith, and de- 
fired that the Eleventh of the Hebrcaus ſhould be read un- 
to her; at the reading of which, ſhe cried out, O what 
a ſtedfaſt Faith was that of Abraham, which made him 
willing to offer up his own and only Son! Faith is indeed 
the Subſtance of Things hoped for, the Evidence ef Things 
not ſeen.” 

10. Her Father and Mother, hearing her, burſt out 
into Tears; upon which, ſhe pleaded with them to be 
patient under the Hand of Gop. „O! faid ſhe, why 
do you weep over me, ſeeing, you have no Reaſon to 
queſtion, but if the Lox p take me, it ſhall be well with 
me to all Eternity. You ought to be well ſatisfied, ſee- 
ing it is ſaid, Gop zs in Heaven, and doth whatſoever 
pleaſeth Him And do you not pray every Day that the 
Will of Gop may be done upon Earth as it is in Heaven ? 
Now, Father, this is Gop's Will, that I ſhould lie upon 
this Sick-bed, and of this Diſeaſe; ſhall we not be content 
when our Prayers are anſwered? I will, as long as I live, 
pray, that Gov's Will be done and not mine.” 

11. © Doth not, ſaid ſhe, the Peſtilence come from 
Gop? Why elſe doth the Scripture ſay, Shall there he 
Evil in the City xvhich ] have not Jent ? Does it come from 
the Air? and is not the Loxp the Creator and Ruler of 
the Air? Or if they ſay, it comes from the Earth, hath 
not he the ſame Power and Influence upon that too ? What 
talk they of a Ship that came from Africa ? Have ye not 
read long ago. I will bring a Sword upon you and avenge 
the Quarrel of my Covenant, and when you are aſſembled in 
the Cities, then will I bring the Peſtilence in the midſt of 

ou. 
2 12. After this having taken a little Reſt, ſhe ſaid, 
« whether in Death or Life a Believer is CuRIST's, Who 
ath redeemed us by his own precious Blood __ the 
| ower 
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Power of the Devil; Then whether I live or die, I am the 
Loxb's. O why do you afMi& yourſelves thus! But what 
ſhall I fay ? With Weeping I came into the World, and 
with Weeping I muſt go out again. O my dear Parents, 
better is the Day of my Death than the Day of my 
Birth.” [55 

13. She then deſired her Father to pray with her, and 
to requeſt of the LoxD, that ſhe might have a quiet Paſ- 
ſage into another World. 

14. Her Father perceiving her to grow very weak, ſaid, 
« I perceive , Child, thou art very weak.” It is true, 
Sir, ſaid ſhe, Ifeel my Weakneſs increaſed, and I ſee your 
Sorrow increaſing too, which is a Piece of my Affliction. 
Be content, I pray you, it is the Loxd which doth it, 
and let you and I ſay with Dawid, Let us fall into the 
Loxp's Hands, for his Mercies are great.“ 

15. She laid a great Charge upon her Parents, not to 
grieve for her after her Death, urging that of David; 
while the Child was ſick, he faſted and wept ; but when 
it died, he waſhed his Face, and fat up and cat, and ſaid, 
Can I bring him back from Death? I ſhall go to him, but he 
ſhall not return to me. 

16. Being very feeble, ſhe ſaid. O that I might qui- 
etly Sleep in the Boſom of Jesvs! and that till then he 
would ſtrengthen me! O that he would take me into his 
Arms, as He did thoſe little Ones, where He ſaid, Suffer 
little Children to come unto me, for of ſuch is the Kingdom of 
Heaven and He took them into his Arms, and laid his Hland's 
on them, and bleſſed them. I lie here as a Child; OLoxp 
I am thy Child, receive me into thy gracious Arms. O 
Los, _ ! Grace! __ not Juſtice ! for if thou ſhouldit 
enter into Judgment with me, I cannot ſtand, 
living ſhould be juſt in thy Sight. Aa 

17. Then ſhe ſaid, O what is the Life of Man! Th: 
Days of Man upon the Earth are as the Graſs, and as the 
Flowers of the Field, Jo he flouriſheth : the Wind paſſeth over 
it, and it is gone, and his Place knows him no more. 

18, She added, my Life ſhall not continue long. 1 
feel much Weakneſs; O Logxp look upon me graci- 
ouſly, have Pity upon my 1 diſtreſſed Heart. I am 


oppreſſed, 
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oppreſſed, undertake for me, that I may ſtand faſt and 


overcome. 
19. She was very frequent in ſpiritual Ejaculations, 
and it was no ſmall Comfort to her, that the Loxp 


 Can1sT did pray for her, and promiſe to ſend his Spirit 


to comfort her. It is ſaid, ſaid ſhe, I will pray the 
Father, and He ſhall give you another Comforter, O let 
not him leave me! O Loxp, continue with me till my 
Battle and Work be finiſhed.” 

20. Soon after ſhe ſaid, * None but CIS TI! With- 
out Thee I can do nothing! CHRIST is the true Vine! 
O let me be a Branch of that Vine! What poor Worms 
are we! O dear Father, how lame and halting do we 

on in the Ways of Gop and Salvation? We know 

t in Part, but when that which is perfect is come, 
then that which is imperfe& ſhall be done away. O 
that I had attained to that now: But, what are we 
ourſelves? Not only Weakneſs and Nothingneſs, but 
Wickedneſs. For all the Thoughts and Imaginations 
of Man's Heart are only Evil, and that continually ; 
We are, by Nature Children of Wrath, and are con- 


ceived in Sin and born in Unrighteouſneſs. O! this. 


wretched and vile Thing, Sin! but Thanks be to Gop 
who hath redeemed me from it. O Lory, take me 
to Thyſelf. Behold, dear Mother, he hath prepared a 
Place for me.” | 

21. Vea my dear Child, ſaid her Mother, He ſhall 
ſtrengthen you with his holy Spirit, until He hath fitted 
and prepared you fully for thatPlace which He hath pre- 
pared for you.” - 

22. Yea, Mother, replied ſhe, it is ſaid in the 84th 
Pſalm, How lovely are thy Tabernacles, O Lon p of 
Hoſts, my Soul doth thirſt, and longeth for the Courts of 
the LoxD; one Day in thy Courts is better than a Thou- 
ſand; yea, I had rather be a Door- keeper in the Houſe of 
ny God, than dwell in the Tents of the Wicked. Read 
that Pſalm, dear Mother, wherewith we may comfort 
one another. As for me, I am more- and more ſpent, 


and draw near my laſt Hour. 
Then 
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23. Then ſhe quoted Job's Words, I krow that my 
Redeemer tiveth, and that he ſhall fand at the latter End 
upon the Earth; and though after my Skin, Worms deftrey 
this Body, yet in my Fleſh ſhall I foe Gov, 

24. Then ſhe ſaid. © Marwel not at this, for the Heur 
is coming in which all that are in their Graues ſhall hear his 
Voice, and come forth; theſe that have done Geed, unto the 
Ręſurrection of Life. See, Father, I ſhall riſe in that 
Day, and then I ſhall behold my Redeemer; then ſhall 
he fay, Come, ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the Kingdom 
Prepared for you from the Beginning of the World. Behold 
row I live, yet not I, but CHRISH Hiveth in ne; and the 
Life that I now live in the Fleſh, is by the Faith of the Son of 
Gop, who loved me, and gave Himſelf for me. I am 
Javed, and that not of myſelf, it is the Gift of Gop, not of 
Works, that no Man ſhould boaſt. 

25. My dear Parents, now we muſt part, my Speech 
faileth: Pray to the Lorxp for a quiet Cloſe to my 
Combat. Her Parents replied, © Ah, dear Child! How 
fad is that to us, that we muſt part? She anſwered, I go to 
Heaven, and there we ſhall find one another again; I go 
to Jesus CHRIST.“ 

26. Then ſhe comforted herfelf to think of her pre- 
cious Brother and Siſter. I go to my Brother Jacob, 
who did ſo mach ery and call upon Go to the laſt 
Moment of his Breath: and td my little Siſter, who was 
but three Years old when the died: who when we aſked 
her, whether ſhe would die? anſwered; Yes, if it be the 
Lonp's Will. I will go to my little Brother, if it be the 
Loxy's Will, or I will ſtay with my Mother if it be the 
Lorp's Will. But I know that I hail die, and go to 
Heaven.” 

27. After this, her Spirit was refreſhed with the Senſe 
of the Pardon of her Sins, which made her to cry out, 
*« Behold, Gop hath waſhed away my Sins, O how do 
I long to die!“ The Lord is my Shepherd; although 1 
paſs —_ the Valley of that Shadow of Death, I will 
not fear, for 'Thou art with me, thy Rod and thy Staff, 
comfort me : Shall I not ſuffer, ſeeing my glorious Re- 


deemer was pleaſed to ſuffer ſo much for me ? O how was 
he 
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he mocked and crowned with Thorns, that he might 
purchaſe a Crown of Righteouſneſs for us ! * Muſt I not 
exalt and bleſs him wile I have a Being, who hath 
bought me, even me with his Blood ? Behold the Lamb 
of Gop, that taketh away the Sins of the World! That 
Lamb is Jesus CHRIST, who hath ſatisfied for my 
Sins.“ 8 

28. My End is now very near, now I ſhall put on 
white Raiment, and be clothed before the Lamb, that 
ſpotleſs Lamb, and with his ſpotleſs Righteouſneſs. Now 
are the Angels making ready to carry my Soul before the 
'Threne of God: Theſe are they who are come out of 
great Tribulation, who have waſhed their Robzs and 
made them white in the Blood of the Lamb. She ſpoke 
this with a dying Voice, but full of Spirit and of the 
Power of Faith. | 

29. Her lively Aſſurance ſhe further uttered in the 
Words of the Apoſtle, We know that if this earthly Houſe 
of our T abernacle be difſokved, ave have one which is built of 
(30D, which is eternal in the Heaven,; for in this we figh 

for our Houſe, which is in Heaven, that wwe may be cloathed 
therewith. | | ; 

30. There, Father, you ſee that my Body is this Ta- 
bernacle, which now ſhall be broken down; my Soul 
ſhall now part from it, and ſhall be taken up into Para- 
diſe, into that heavenly Jeruſalem. There ſhall I dwell 
and go no more out, but fit and ſing Holy, holy, holy is 
the Lok p Gop of Hoſts, the LoRx D of Sabacth / Her laſt 
Words were theſe. *O Loxp Gop, into thy Hands l 
commit my Spirit: O Lox, be gracious, be merciful 
to me a poor Sinner.'— 

31. She died the firſt of September, 1664, betwixt ſeven 
and eight in the Evening ; in the fourteenth Year of her 


Age. 
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EXAMPLE IX. 


Acos Bicks, the Brother of Szſaung Bricks, was 

born in Leyden, in the Year 1657, He was viſited 

with Sickneſs, upon the 6th of Auguſt, 1664, three or 

four Weeks before his Siſter. In his Diſtemper he was 

very ſleepy 'till near his Death; but when he did awake, 
he was wont ſtill to fall a praying. 

2. Once, when his Parents Had prayed with him, they 
aſked him, If they ſhould once more ſend for the Phyſician? 
No, ſaid he, I will have the Doctor no more; the Lor b 
will help me: I know He will take me to Himſelf 

3. When his Parents had praycd with him, he ſaid, 
« Come now, dear Father and Mother, and kiſs me, 
I know that I ſhall die.” Farewel, dear Father and 
Mother; farewel, dear Siſter; farewel, all. Now 
ſhall I go unto Gop and Jzesus CnxrrsT, and the 
holy Angels. Father, know you not what is ſaid by 
Jeremiah ? Bleffed is he who . «fterh in the LoD Now 
I truſt in Him, and He will bleſs me. And in 1 John 2 
it is ſaid, Little Children lo ve nt the World, for the Held 
paſfeth away.” 

$64 Away then all that is in the World; away with ait 
my pleaſant Things in the World; away with my Dag- 
ger, for, where I go, there is nothing to do with Daggers 
and Swords: Men, ſhall not fight chere, but praif> Gow. 
Away with all my Books, there ſhall I learn nue Wiſdom 
without Books.“ 

5. His Father ſaid, ** My'dear Child, the Log will 
be near thee, and uphold thee.” 

6. « Yea, Father, (ſaid he) the Aroftle Paten ſaith, 
GOD re/iteth the Proud, but He giveth Grace to the Humble. 
I humble myſelf: under the mighty! Hand of God, and 
He ſhall help me and lift me up.“ 

7. O my dear Chitd; ſaid his Father, haft chou ſo 
ſtrong a Faith.“ 

8 3 40 Yes, 


30 A TOKEN ror CHILDREN. 


8, « Yes, ſaid he, Gop hath given me fo ſtrong a 
Faith in Himſelf, through JESUS CHRIST, that the De- 
vil ſhall flee from me; for it is ſaid, He avho believeth in 
the Sen hath everlaſting Life, and he hath overcome the 
17/iczed One. Now I believe in Jesus CHRIST, my Re- 
deemer, and He will not leave nor forſake me, but ſhall 
give unto me eternal Life, and then ſhall I fing, Holy, 
holy, holy, is the LoRD of Sabbath. 

9. Then with that Word, Logp be merciful to me 
a poor Sinner,” he quietly breathed out his Soul, being 
about ſeven Years old. 


DE ad del a \dnd 


L£XAMPLEYX. 


1. IOux Harvy was born in London in the Year 1654, 

his Father was a Durch Merchant; he was piouſly 
educated under his Mother, and ſoon began to hear Divine 
'Things with Delight. 

2. The firſt Thing obſervable in him, was, that when 
he was two Years — eight Months old, he could ſpeak as 
well as other Children do uſually at five Vears old. 

3. His Parents judging, that he was then too young to 
ſend to School, let him have his Liberty to play about 
their Vard, but inſtead of playing, he found out a School 
of his own Accord near Home, and went to the School- 
Miſtreſs, and intreated her to teach him to read, and fo 
he went for ſome Time to School without the Knowledge 
of his Parents, and made a very ſtrange Progreſs in 
his Learning, and was able to read diſtinctly, before 
moſt Children know their Letters. 

4. He was wont to aſk many ſerious and weighty Queſ- 
tions about Matters which concerned his Soul and Eternity. 

5. His Mother being greatly troubled upon the Death 
of one of his Uncles, this Child came to his Mother, 
and ſaid, * Mother, though my Uncle be dead, Doth 
not the Scripture ſay he muſt riſe again? Yes, and I muſt 


die, and fo muſt every Body, and it will not be ng Bo: 
or 
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fore C RIS will come to judge the World, and then we 
ſhall ſee one another again; I pray Mother, do not weep 
ſo much.” He was not then quite five Years old; by 
which her Sorrow for her Brother was turned into Ad- 
miration, and ſhe was made to fit filent and quiet under 
that trying Providence. 

6. After this his Parents removed to Aberdeen, and ſet- 
tled their Child under a School Maſter there, whoſe Cuftom 
was upon the Lorp's Day in the Morning, to examine 
his Scholars, concerning the Sermons they had heard the 
former Log D's Day, and to add ſome other Queſtions, 
which might try the Underſtanding and Knowledge of his 
Scholars. The Queſtion that was once propoſed to his 
Form was, Whether Gop had a Mother? None of the 
Scholars could anſwer it, 'till it came to John Harwy, 
who being aſked, Whether Gop had a Mother? anſwer'd, 
No; as he was Gop, he could not have a Mother; but 
as he was Man he had. This was before he was fix Years 
old. | 

7. One Day, ſeeing one of his near Relations come in- 
to his Father's Houſe diſtemper'd with Drink, he went to 
him, and wept over him, and beſought him that he would 
not ſo offend Gop, and hazard his Soul. 

8. He was a conſcientious Obſerver of the Lox p's Day, 
ſpending all the Time either in ſecret Prayer, —_— the 
Scriptures and good Books ; learning his Catechiſm or 
hearing of the Word of Gop. And he was not only careful 
in the Performance of theſe Duties himſelf, but was ready 
to put all that he knew upon a ſtri& Obſervation of the 
Lon p's Day. 

9. He was very humble and modeſt, and hated any 
Thing more than Neceſſaries either in Cloaths or Diet. 

10. When he perceived either his Brother or Siſter 
2 with their new Cloaths, he would reprove their 

olly, and when his Reproof ſignified little, he would 
bewail their Vanity. 

11. Once he had a new Suit brought from the Taylor's, 
which, when he looked on, he found ſome Ribbons at 
the Knees, at which he was grieved ; aſking his Mother, 
* Whether thoſe Things would keep him warm ?” No, 
Child, ſaid his Mother. Why then, faid he, * you 

ufter 


32 A TOKEN rox CHILDREN. 


ſuffer them to be put here? Vou are miſtaken if you think 
ſuch Things pleaſe me: And, I doubt, ſome that are 
better than us, may want the Money, that this coſt you, 
to buy them Bread.” 

12. At leiſure Times he was talking to his Schooi-fel- 
lows about the Things of Gop, and the Neceſſity of a 
holy Life: That Text he much ſpoke on to them, The Axe 
is laid to the Root of the Tree, and every Tree that bringeth 
not forth good Fruit, is heaun down and caſt into the Fire. 

13. After this his Parents removed not far from London, 
where he continued 'till the Year ſixty- five. He was then 
ſent to the Latin: School, where he ſoon made a very con- 
ſiderable Progreſs, and was greatly beloved of his Maſter. 
The School was his beloved Place, and Learning his Re- 
creation. 

14. He had a Word to ſay to every one that he con- 
verſed with, to put them in Mind of the Worth of CRI, 
and their Souls; and their Nearneſs to Eternity; inſo- 
much that good People took no ſmall Pleaſure in his Com- 

any. 
4 1 He bewailed the miſerable Condition oſ the Ge- 
nerality of Mankind, (when he was about ten Years old) 
that they were utterly eſtranged from Gop. Though 
they called Him Father, he ſaid, yet they were his Chil- 
dren only by Creation, and not by any Likeneſs they had 
to Gop, or an Intereſt in Him.” 

16. Thus he continued walking in the Ways of Gop; 
in Reading, Praying, Hearing the Word of Gop, and 
ſpiritual Diſcourſe; diſeovering thereby his ſerious 
Thoughts of Eternity; which ſeemed to {wallow up all 
other Thoughts; and he lived in a conſtant Preparation 
for it, and looked more like one that was ripe: for Glory 
than an Inhabitant of this lower World. 

17. When he was about eleven Years and three Quar- 
ters old, his Mother's Houſe was viſited with the Plague: 
His eldeſt Siſter was the firſt that was vifited with this 
Diſtemper, and when they were pray ing for her he would 
ſob and weep bitterly. | 

18. As ſoon as he perceived his Siſter was: dead; he 
ſaid, The Will of tbe Lok b be dine Bleſſed be the Lox vd. 
Dear Mother, you mult do as David did; after the Child 
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was dead he went and refreſhed himſelf, and quietly ſub- 
mitted to the to Will of Gop.” 

19. The reſt of the Family held well for ſome Days, 
which Time he ſpent in preparing for Death. Mean 
Time he wrote ſeveral Meditations upon ſeveral ſubjects, 
particularly, upon the Excellency of CHRIST. He was 
never well but when he was more immediately engaged 
in the Service of Gov. 

20. At fourteen Days end, he was taken fick, at 
which he ſeemed very chearful ; though his Pain was 

reat. 

n 21. His Mother, looking upon his Brother, ſhaked 
her Head: At which he aſked if his Brother were marked ? 
She anſwered, © Yea, Child.” He aſked again, Whe- 
ther he were marked ? She anſwered nothing. Well, 
ſays he, I know I ſhall be marked: I pray let me have 
Mr. Baxter's Book, that I may read a little more of Eter- 
nity before I go into it.” His Mother told him, he was 
not able to read. He ſaid, Then pray by me, and for 
me. 

22. His Mother aſked him. Whether he were will- 
ing to die, and leave her? He anſwered, ©« Yes I am 
willing to leave you, and go to my heavenly Father,” 
She anſwered. © Child, if thou hadſt but an Aſſurance of 
Gop's Love, I ſhould not be ſo much troubled.” He an- 
ſwered, I am aſſured, that my Sins are forgiven, and that 
I ſhall go to Heaven; for, ſaid he, here ſtood an Angel by 
me, that told me, I ſhould quickly be in Glory.” 

23. At this his Mother burſt forth into Tears. O 
Mother, ſaid he, did you but know what Joy I feel, you 
would not weep but rejoice. I tell you T am fo full of 
Comfort, that I can't tell you how I am: O Mother, I 
ſhall preſently have my Head in my Father's Boſom, and 
ſhall be there where the four and twenty Elders caſt down 
their Crowns, and fing Hallelujah, Glory, and Praiſe, to 
Him that fits upon the Throne, and unto the Lamb for ever Fo 

24. Upon this his Speech began to fail him, but his 
Soul was ſtill taken up with Glory, and nothing now grie- 
ved him but the Sorrow that he ſaw his Mother to be in 
for his Death: A little to divert her, he aſked, © What 


ſhe had to Supper ?” But preſently, in a Kind of a Rap- 
| ture 
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ture he cried out, © O what a ſweet Supper have I mak- 
ing ready for me in Glory.” 

25. But ſeeing all this did rather increaſe his Mother's 
Grief, he aſked her, What ſhe meant thus to offend 
God? Know you not that it is the Hand of the Almigh- 
ty? Humble yourſelf under the mighty Hand of Gop; lay 
yourſelf in the Duſt, and kiſs the Rod in Token of your 
Submiſſion to the Will of Gop.” Upon which, raiſing 
himſelf a little, He gave a lowly Bow, and ſpoke no 
more; but went to Reſt in the Boſam of Jxs vs. 
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